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CONTINUATION OF PERSONALLY-IMPACTING
MINISTRY IN A COVID-19 WORLD
In this December edition of A story or two, you will find information on how
Trinity Canton has loved its members and its community at large, as well as
catch up with one of TC's distant members.

Loving Others “as Jesus has Loved Us:” COx Groups and the Ministry of Giving
Most of us are familiar with the “golden rule”— Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you.Certainly a good mantra to embrace and live by! However, as followers of Jesus,
Trinity Canton Church has sought to live out one of the more profound teachings of Jesus—
and what He subtly but significantly does with the words of the golden rule. Jesus, in John 13,
issues a seemingly impossible command: "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I
have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34, italics added). We believe this
challenge to be nigh impossible, given all that Jesus, in His love, has done and indeed, is still
doing for us! (We can never out-give Jesus!) Yet, like so many of Jesus’s teachings, the
challenge is for His apprentices (us!), and so we must embrace the healthy challenge—and
dare to believe that we can love others in exceptional ways as we rely on God’s resources. We
step out in faith and dare to love others as God has loved us.
How is TC doing in this area of “loving others as Jesus has loved us?” We don’t routinely
(ever, in fact!) “rank” the various acts of love practiced in the church and missional life of TC.
And we certainly don’t keep a score on this kind of stuff! However, if we did attempt to
characterize how TC is doing in the enterprise of “loving others,” two specific “ministry
activities” (another term we don’t typically use) would rank high in 2020. First, and perhaps
supremely, one of the most love-transmitting activities of Trinity Canton Church in 2020 has
been our COx groups. In small groups (“churches”) of 2-6 people we lovingly give attention and
agape-style affection to one another, allowing God’s love to stir our hearts afresh as we checkin with each other and listen to Jesus. We are delighted that TC now features three COx
groups, and we pray for more to be birthed in 2021! The beauty of these COx groups is that
they are not curriculum-based, but relationally-based, and the rhythms of attention practiced
in these groups are both simple and easily reproducible! It is an added bonus that, in the time
of COVID, COx groups can function both in person and online via zoom. In fact, being online
has allowed us to include those not living in close proximity to one another and even some
living time zones apart.
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Second, we happily report on a separate “behind-the-scenes” ministry activity that has
transmitted love to others. In 2020, TC sought to broadly—both locally and globally—touch
others with God’s divine love through a ramped-up effort in our ministry of giving. In March of
this year, the vestry voted to establish a benevolence fund to bless individuals and families
that come to our attention as needing help during the COVID pandemic. Through our
benevolence and discretionary funds, we have used TC resources to play a small but
significant part in God meeting various needs and opportunities to bless others:
After being clued-in to financial and health-related hardships
faced by a number of individuals families, TC supplied funds
or gift cards to help meet practical needs created by injuries
and sudden unemployment.
Following the August 2020 explosion in Beirut, Lebanon, and
being aware that one of TC’s past Alpha guests lives there,
TC donated funds to replace a window in one of the
churches in the city.
To honor one of TC’s very own (Bob Johnston), we used
funds to professionally frame historical documents capturing
two of his treasured memories: Bob’s certificate of service in
the Air Force, and Bob’s learning about the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad as a young man.
Through a connection with one of Justin’s students, TC seized a holiday-season
opportunity to help fight food insecurity in Brooklyn, New York, through the Campaign
Against Hunger.
To help a big city during Christmas-during-Covid, TC donated to a Church of England
innovative effort (led by St George the Martyr and Midtown London Church, both under
the leadership of ministry colleague Rev. Jamie Haith) to bring, via livestream and video,
classic Christmas carols and the Christmas message to COVID-affected neighborhoods
in London and the UK.
We have also provided spontaneous gifts, like meals, to some of our own community
who have been shut in during the pandemic.
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“Where in the world are they now?”
Because of our placement in a college town,
Trinity Canton has a history of loving and
encouraging students from near and far.
One of our most recent "launches" is Adrian
Fink. Adrian graduated from K-State in 2019
with a degree in Engineering and is literally a
rocket scientist. After graduation, he started
a job in New Hampshire and is working on
his second rotation in the Quality Leadership
Development Program, where he is engaged
in a program for laser-guided missiles. In
addition, Adrian is pursuing his masters in
Engineering Management at Penn State.
When he is not working, he enjoys exploring
Boston with his girlfriend, hiking, and
"complaining about homework." He says
that one of the many things that has helped
him in his work was learned while running
Alpha for TC. "Running Alpha stood out to
me for how important it is to build
community as a foundation of leadership.”
He has fond memories of sitting and talking
over a meal, talking over the questions, and
then battling it out on the ping-pong table in
the Kastner’s basement.

Connect with us Virtually!
To access audio recordings regarding topics for our
monthly meetings, go to:
https://trinitycantonchurch.org/media/
To join our monthly meetings via zoom, send a
request to susan@trinitycantonchurch.org
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